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SOBERLY DEBATED. 


," Bretbreu, 
$2. F EE may yet call you fo, for our Sickneſs hath 
AVEB/DP onely altered /our condition and not our Nature 
7 { although our nſayes beſpeakes 1s worſe Creze 

VA: "tures, we re yet menmoulded of the (ame earth, 

SARIY quickned by the ſame Spirit, fubjeft co the ſame 
Law, TREE the ſame fins and infirmicies z loved with the 
ſame Everlaſting Love, redeemed by the ſame Blood, entred in- 
ro the fame Covenant, Members of theſame Church, partakers 
of tlie fame- Privileges 'and Ordinances; Profeſſors of the ſame 
Faith, expe&ants bfthe fame Hope and common Salvation with 
you, Turn not your eyes from your own Fleſh ; there is no+ 
ching happened unto us that is not common to Mankiad ; what 
is aur caſe to day may be'yours-to morrow. Hare pitty upon us 
for the handof God'is'upon ns,and add not ſorrow to afiiftion 
2nd when we are afflited of God', O let us not withal be for- 
fakenof men! and if our Neighbours will ftand fo far aloof from 
us a5 not ty look upon tis, Mes po chem hear us;if our perfohs are 


loachſome, our reaſon isnor fo , theie may bedanger in viſiting 
us; there js note inhaving compaſion npon u2,our breath may be 
infeions, our words are innocent; hear ns and then forſake 
ns, 


A 2 kirk 


ba - Lees 


(4) | 
Firſt Reaſon againſt ſhutting Men jr thePlag From the 
hates of Saints, and the prath ſe of BY Primitive 


" _Chriflians. © g 


Ere Men (thoſe ſociable Creatures) mage thus, every 
Man colive..þy-bimſelf?-. and-if the Pripaiple of ſelf- 
prefervatiou,may. altec the courſe bf. Nature, is'this the Com- 
mtmion of Saints we believed ? is this the mutual care we oughe 
to have one of another ? We canendure to read in Exſebius of 
Heathens, who as ſo0n as the Peſtilencs was among. them diver. 
ted themſelves,and fled oo tbelr miſt loving and dear friends throw- 
 Ingvhembalf deadinthe Streets s bow'they left the dead unburied 

to be devoured of Dogs, to the end they might avoid death, which yeb 
they conld not eſcape, 

While we obſerve withal how Grace 'above Nature enabled 
the Primitive Chriftians by reaſon! of theiy great love and bratheily 
Charity (they are Enſebius his own Words) not ſparing/themſelves 
10 cleaye one to another, to viſit tbe ſick of the Plague, to attenathem 
diligently, to Cure thee in Chrift-though it coſt them their Lives; arid 
- being. full of other mens maladies took, the Infettion off their Neigh- 
bours, and tronſlited off their own. accord the ſorrows of their Neigh. 
bours gepon. themſelves; fulfilling indeed the common ſaying , that 
friendſhp.is alwayes.to beretained. In'this ſort , thy beſt of qur Bre- 
thren depgried this life; whereof ſome were Miniſters, ,.. ſome.were 
| Deacons, in great reverence among the Common A tle $80 that this 

kind of death for their great Piety andftrength of Vaith-may ſeem to 
differ nathing from Martyrdom; for they 200k the dead. Bodies of the 
Saints, whoſe breaſts, faces, and hands laywpwards,and cloſed their 
eyes, (hut their mauths,, and joynly with one. accord being like af- 
Pabmed, en.braced them, and prepared their Funerals, their. own be- 
ing alittlewhile afterward in all tikelybood brperes by others, for 
the Living continually traced the fleps of the Dead, , | .. _ 

Then as the Body was one, and had many, Members , . all thoſe 
Members/being one body, ſo was Chriſt ;., for by, que Spirit were 
all Men Bapzjzedinto one Body,, the eye (nd uot to, the band. 

; | aVe 


(5) 
have noneed of theez nor thehead to the foot I have noneed of - 
thee; yea, the weaker .the/Members of the Church were, che 
more care they had ofthem; and there was no Schilm in the Bo- 
. dy,eachMemberhavingan equal.care one of anotber;and fo if one 
Member ſuffered, all the 'Members ſuffered with it : hey all 
looking on themſelves as the. Body of Chrift, and Members in 
particular: Then they did not Excommunicate whole Families, 
when it plea ed God to viſit them z no; then the. Elders of the 
Charch carefully attemded chem, prayed with chem ,. and the 
' effe&ual fervent prayer of thoſe BS Men availed much, 


Second Reaſon againſt the ſhutting up of. Heaſer infefted with 
the Lars the Grads of AL arnfefineh #. 


Ut alas! a diſcourſe of publick mindedneſs to private Spi- 
rits looks like a fie of Melancholly ; we urge not then your - 
duty, but your Intereſt, not ſo much what concerneth us as your 
ſelves: alas | while you by this-ſevere-courſe would [ecare, you 
deftroy your ſelves, .and that {ſhutting up, of inſeted Houſes, 
which you. think would ſtop the LafeRion, ſpreads it : For, 

1. We are ated by a Principle of ſelf preſervation, as well 
as you, and therefore afſoon as we find our felves or any member 
of our Families infeted., ſo dreadful it is tous to be ſhut up 
from all comfort and ſociety, from free aud wholſome air, frofn 
the care of the Phyſician, and theDivine, from the overtight of 
Friends andRelations,and ſometimes even from the yery necelli- 
ties, and conveniences of Nature, that we run as far if City and 
Country as our feet can carry us, leaving Wives. and Children 
ro the Pariſhes, empty walls, and ſhops to Creditors, .ſcattering 
* the infe&ion along the Streets as we go , and. ſhifting ie from 
Lodging to Lodging with our (elves, till at; laſt we drop jn ſome 
Alley F ield, or neighbour Volages calling the. eople round a; 
bout by the ſyuddenneſs. of pur fal to ſtand awhile aſtoniſhed af 


; 
2 
. 


our deaths,,and then take their, own ; .cach fearful man, of 13 

frighted from his pwn houle, killing. his who!e T : 

zing them unpreparedzwhereas were we permitted to enji1y The 
| ; Yb te, 'cotiten 


QWwn by ſurpri> 


3 


Tontent and Eredom of our ds HRP we might by Antt-: 


MTch hy with he dpaove, wg 


- there was nodiſtinftion between Sacred and 


dotes bes conn eoings and be ouredour ſelves. i | 

weinfedt' 'not.oar next Neighbours, :and this bickneſs 

reading es mach in anyone place; bue wecarry it from place co 

Place, running from ourhome asfromour places of torment,and 

thus the Roads are viſited, and men'trave] the-fawe way tothe 

Conne he dy theic OT tne the ———_— 

aces round e Ciety, $now aSit werebe- 

and encompaſſed. with-the Viktation 

We have notyer learned how to manage a fick- 

neſs,in all likelihGod did perſons Oaks ae themſelves (upon the 

Kt incor Win, aney nbd qpetend 
who w i 

converſe onel with their neareſt Lad ray Ie Phyſicians ja: 

hs > $)and adminiſter to them luch preſervativey 

neceflariesthe Plague might go RO farther,.For,  - © 


Third Reaſws againit ſhutting up Hoſes. wifurd with the 

cg re experience of former times, when Plogeds 
did wet ceaſe till there was freedom of Cowvnr fe lowed, 

N the years 1346. 1348. 1350. there was 2 reat Plague al 
[ over the World Ms th in Afi ſoch 0war yoree remem» 
red co be inany place be re, (i mtr ar - 
ciatis fitft ; when Men were'tronbled with'no other 
the Living were hor able to bury their yr Bear alley 


Birds of the air were poyſonel, and Men were Fon over "Girs, the ror 
fing ſome Limb or Hits if they eſa ey their Lives. 
harris Hier diſcernedby by lightor feel- 
ME paris ide w this ſicknefs 7 do pe away , left 
the otherhel Niexchy 'Whereupon'( NYaich the Hiſtorian) many Pe- 
riſhed fgr want of ſucour Evi otherwiſe have been pre- 
ſerved. This inhumaye forfs king Cook is riſe from the Turks, 
and Infidels; wh eval Parent ears rfok hi Children, «nd the 
Childcea their'P rents; Br Siſters forſook one ano- 
ther; 


| ny | 7) 
ther ; nay; the Wife left the Hand andthe Husband the Wife. 
Nor was this monſtrous cruelty wanting among Chriſtians alſo, 
fome of whom retired themſelves to ſolitary places, others kepe 
themſelves cloſe in their Houſes or Caſtles to ſecure themſelves 
as they thonghe from the outrage of the general. Viſitation; buc 
all chis conld not any way preyail or prevent Gods Divine judg- 
ment, againſt whom the ſtrongeſt Fortifieation never defended : 
Whereupon, mark it, many became morereſ»lute and Chriſtian - 
like ; referring themſelves to Gods acts ja with a holy reſ0- 
lutionso welcomedeath; they became kind and ſerviceable to 
the vificed, miniſtring eo them all chings neceſſary, and thus 
many recovered health, and became ſecure, and then yielded the 
ikehelp to others! In which Chriſtian courſe God ſo 
their endeavours, that very many of them were hedled by viſit- 
ing and aſſiſting one another, S\. 

Nay,withia many Mens memory now alive, when the effeCt of 
Cooping Men up was no other, than that the Sick were ſo many - 
that they could uot be watched or kept in by thoſe that were 
well, in the-year of our Lord "Way: and thereupon ir bein 
found convenient thar the Sick ſhould have their yto vilit 
and be viſited, and all Men ſhould meet and pray ve of the Ah : 


to appeaſe his wrath : What with the freedome of t 

. what with'the accomodations Men had forneceffaries, it Þ 
God chat the Sickneſs which had by ſhutting up, 

Increafed thus. | Upontheopening, of the hou. 

| vi fes it rexſed thus; » 

2 Pl. 
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Ill if we - witli not be wiſe other 1 mens experience, Jos us 
| wn moſ Yes and moſt deplorable, whereby 
we have known the healthieſt men. ſhu-up, and, with, che, very, 
thought ofa fadian 1 Lpmtey contrafting fuft a Melan- 
cho 2nd chen. a feaver, 6 ( as all diſeaſes. turn to. that” 
| iis woſt epidemical ae once! Cones is.it conſidered that 
ſome lpirits' are ef averſe tothevery leaſt reſtraint, that che loeks 
iog of their pew door puts them to a ſwound, anda dayes impr'« 
fornent to them is 3p Neicher is it a fourth part of the 
inconvenience of this mewing up of men, chat a whole & Xp 
familie to day, for want of preſervatives, antidotes, attendance, 
and(it _ be) neceſſaties of meat and drink,is co morrow none 
atall. If they wane meat, chen the jnfe&ion (cizech their empty 
veins, if they eat ill-d reſſed, of unwholſome meat, that turns to 
crudiries, and that to diſtempets, and theſe to the prevailing 
6ne, the Plague. This ſharring up would breed a Plague if there 
tn 9k; none: Infetion may. tayels jedits thouſands, but ſhutciag 
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| hes our ſerious Conſideration, [wg as aretendred wid with all 


mble and dueſubmiſlion tothe care | Nether of thoſe ex- 
 cellene perſons who are over us as intent ias ever Magiſtraces 
"Fo El cit — Ky the wiſchief and ſad conſe 
Or an c .conle- 
quence hes ces ariſe from the high fics of Frenzy, that uſual- 
attend Chis cod ll orher the 3 * 97g ob in the fick 
(ifnioe rx rendas) are rey . 


cocommit any themſelves or other, w 
| ther Wife, Marker, or ld. fad inſtance whereof we for 
this laſt week in Fleet Lane, where the Man of the ole being ; 


| tick, andha reat Swelling!, _—_— hb 

| ingot por becingaiv ſtrong fie riſ& our bet, | 
Hy Oey | that his Wife (who attended him) could doto the 
contrary, ot his Knife, ' and therewith moſt miſerably cut his: 

Wife, Dt fad ab aees, had ſhe not wrapped up [ths ſheer a« 

bout her nb Tecra fovedher ut oops out Murther, 


a Neighbour (who was. himſe .-his -own 
doors,and forced incothe bouſe, Cam atbenbly to her pre- 
ſervation, The tan is fince dead, W ela rober pre: 


not by-ariling ſteuck ig.the diſeaſe) hemight have recovered, _ 

Add to this a ſerious confide fi 
Women neer the time of their crave), Tor or newly redone 
ſhuc up, Gn *tis the caſe! of manyat this time) havi 
Midwife to bel tht nor Nurſe to attend them, wes Har" 
ries provided r them, nor any friends to comfort them ; and 
| nn ghis condition have continually for their obje& theirown poot 

innocent Babes newly brought into the World, either to be ſtar» 
ved for wantof ſullenenes,or poyſoned by the Breaſts that ſhould 
preſerve them. 

For conclufion'l ſhall onely ſay that a liberty of freſh Air 
ncaa of ſuch as are willing to vilie their fickfriends,may _ 

egulated aud limiced as not to (pread che Infe&ion, and Tam” 

fink will ave the lives of Hundreds, who by ſregraged cloſe 
reſtraine are lictlebetter then Murthec'd, or buryed ele. 


.. Be yee marcifid as your Heavenly Fatbe 6 [ merefa, | 
FINIS. 


- 
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